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The Civic Center of Commerce City (located northeast of Denver, Colorado) is a beautiful, new state-of-the-art, energy-effi-
cient (pending LEED Silver certification) home for the city’s government operations, justice center and police department.  

Luminaires and lamp types were selected based on their respective efficiencies and efficacies.  By providing cautious lumi-
naire and lamp selection along with the significant daylight contribution, the designers were able to reduce the overall lumen
power density to 0.81 watts per square foot, which is 32% better than code mandates, and qualifies for LEED points based
on energy use reduction. 
Energy modeling has indicated that the conscientious lighting design should result in an annual saving of more than 20% on
lighting energy as compared to a baseline case study building that simply meets code.

The majority of the building’s 90,000 square foot area is comprised of private and open office spaces.  All private offices are
illuminated with 2' x 4' Neo-Ray Symbio luminaires connected to a global daylight harvesting system.  Semi-indirect Corelite
Rave luminaires are utilized to illuminate all open office areas.  The objective is to have a minimum uniform level of illumina-
tion of 30 footcandles throughout all office spaces.  Perimeter open office spaces are controlled by a local interior photocells
and are equipped with dimming ballasts and are dimmed with relation to the amount of incoming daylight.  

The building’s design emphasizes the importance of civic responsibility to the environment embodying environmental re-
sponsibility, energy efficiency, and the beauty found in both natural and urban environments.

Rachel Petro

Commercial - Honorable Mention - Sustainability Award
RNL, Denver, CO
Designer: Rachel Petro
Project: Commerce City Civic Center, Commerce City, CO
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Photography: Ron Pollard
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The goal of this New York restaurant was to use light to enhance the architect’s juxtaposition of re-
fined Rococo inspired interiors with the raw look of the existing architecture. 

Through the use of energy-efficient, low-maintenance, and long-life sources such as LED’s, low-
voltage xenon strip, MR16’s and neon, the restaurant’s textures, colors, and forms are accentuated
and contrasted against one another to create the perfect visual balance within each space. 

These features combined with creative new takes on typical solutions such as the backlit lace bar-
top, and the hanging frame coves help to make this restaurant a successful blend of old and new.

Commerical - Honorable Mention
Focus Lighting, Inc., New York, NY
Designers: Paul Gregory, Michael Cummings,
Alison Pike & Kate Sweater
Project: Amalia Restaurant, New York, NY
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